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Description 

PILLOW WITH CENTRAL AREA HAVING LOWER FILL VOLUME 

5 Technical Field 

This invention relates generally to pillows, and more 
specifically concerns a pillow with a central portion having a 
lower fill volume than the remaining portions thereof. 

10 Background of the Invention 

It is well known that bed pillows are available in a 
large variety of sizes and configurations. Some pillows have a 
particular configuration for specialized support or for other 
particular purposes. However, a primary objective of most, if 

15 not all, pillows is comfort for the user. Some pillows are 
known to have a portion of the pillow with less fill than other 
portions. Such pillows are shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,168,590 
to O' Sullivan and U.S. Patent No. 4,788,72 8 to Lake, both of 
which show a pillow with a central area with less fill. U.S. 

20 Patent No.. 5,557,816 to Pedersen teaches a pillow with an 
internal baffle structure to permit various filling 
arrangements, including more fill per volume in some portions 
than in others . 

In some cases, it is desirable that the pillow 

25 provide a support or cradling capability for the head of the 
user. While the x 509 and x 728 patents attempt to address that 
need, they may not be particularly comfortable, because of their 
particular construction and fill arrangements. 

It is thus desirable to have a pillow that is capable 

3 0 of providing good, comfortable support with a central area 
having less fill than the remainder of the pillow. 

Summary of the Invention 

Accordingly, the present invention is a pillow which 
35 comprises four substantially identical fabric sections, arranged 
in registry and secured together around the peripheries thereof; 
a closed line of securement between the middle two of the four 
fabric sections in a center area of the pillow, defining an area 
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approximately large enough to hold a user's head; and filling 
between the middle two fabric sections, between the line of 
securement and the peripheral edges of the middle two fabric 
sections, with no or relatively little filling within an area 
5 defined by the line of securement, as well as filling between an 
upper fabric section and one middle fabric section and filling 
between a lower fabric section and the other middle fabric 
section over the entire area of the pillow, wherein the relative 
lack of filling between the middle two fabric sections within 
10 the area defined by the line of securement compared to the 
remainder of the pillow results in a shallow area in the center 
of the pillow for holding the user's head. 


Brief Description of the Drawing 
15 Figure 1 is a top view of one embodiment of the 

pillow of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an exploded view showing the individual 
fabric sections of the pillow of Figure 1. 

Figures 3A and 3B are perspective and cross- sectional 
20 views showing the completed pillow of Figures 1 and 2. 

Figure 4 is a top view of a second embodiment of the 
pillow of the present invention. 

Figure 5 is an exploded view showing the individual 
fabric sections of the pillow of Figure 4. 
25 Figure 6 is a perspective view showing the completed 

pillow of Figures 4 and 5. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Figure 1 shows one embodiment of the pillow of the 

3 0 present invention. The pillow, shown generally at 10 in Figures 
1 and 3, comprises four identical fabric layers 12-15. In the 
embodiment shown, for a standard size pillow, each fabric layer 
is 26 inches long and 20 inches wide. This can be varied, 
depending upon the desired size of the pillow. The fabric 

3 5 layers are, in one example, 23 0 thread count white cotton. 
Other thread count fabrics can be used. 
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In a first construction step of the pillow of Figures 
1-3, the middle two fabric layers 13 and 14 are positioned in 
registry and sewn together in a rectangular pattern in the 
center area thereof. In the embodiment shown, this rectangular 
5 portion 18 is 8 inches long by 4 inches wide. The two fabric 
layers could also be attached by other means. With the above 
dimensions of portion 18, there remains a distance of 8 inches 
between rectangular portion 18 and longitudinal side edges 22 
and 24, and 9 inches between the rectangular portion 18 and end 

10 edges 26 and 28. These dimensions, including the dimensions of 
the rectangular portion, however, can be changed. The size of 
the rectangular portion, however, should be such as to 
comfortably receive the head of a user. 

In the next step, the four fabric layers 12-15, all 

15 in registry, are sewn together along longitudinal side edges 22 
and 24 and end edge 26, such as by double needle or serge 
stitching. This leaves end edge 28 open to permit filling of 
the pillow. 

In the filling step, the filling, which can be either 
20 natural filling, such as down or feathers, or synthetic filling 
such as polyester or foam or other filling, or a combination 
thereof, is blown into the space between the middle two fabric 
layers 13 and 14 from the outline of the rectangular portion to 
the peripheral edges thereof. There is little or no filling in 
25 the rectangular portion 18. This creates a "picture frame" 
configuration around central rectangular portion 18. Typically 
for the size of pillow described, a range of 16-20 ounces of 
down filling will be blown into the pillow between fabric layers 

13 and 14. 

30 In the next step, filling is blown in between the 

upper fabric layer 12 and middle fabric layer 13, and similarly 
between lpwer fabric layer 15 and the other middle fabric layer 

14 . This filling can be either the same as the fill between 
layers 13 and 14, or it could be different, such as synthetic 

35 fill instead of natural fill or vice versa. Further, the fill 
could be different between upper layer 12 and middle layer 13, 
relative to that between lower layer 15 and middle layer 14 . 
Each fill amount (between layers 12 and 13 and between layers 14 
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and 15) will typically be in the range of 3-8 ounces. Still 
further, the fill amounts could be the same, or they could be 
different, as selected by the manufacturer for a particular 
commercial arrangement . 
5 The four layers at end edge 28 are then sewn 

together, completing the pillow. In this present construction, 
there is substantially no or little filling within the rectangle 
portion 18 between the two middle fabric sections 13 and 14. 
However, there is fill throughout the entire pillow area between 

10 upper fabric layer 12 and middle fabric layer 13 and between 
middle fabric layer 14 and lower fabric layer 15. This results 
in a pillow which has a central area which has less filling and 
thus receives the head of a user, while at the same time having 
some fill therein for comfort and support. The pillow provides 

15 support for the neck while allowing the head to sink in the 
middle area. 

Figures 4-6 disclose a similar pillow 40 for a king- 
size configuration. Pillow 40 also includes four identical 
fabric sections 42-45, in registry. In this case, the length of 

20 the pillow is 36 inches, while the width of the pillow is 20 
inches. The area 48 in the center portion of the pillow, 
instead of being a rectangle such as in Figures 1-3, is an oval, 
with dimensions of 8 inches in one direction and 5 inches in the 
other direction, leaving 14 inches between the oval portion 48 

25 and the respective end edges 50, 52 of the pillow, and 7-1/2 
inches between oval portion 48 and the respective longitudinal 
edges 54, 56 of the pillow. Again, these dimensions can 
certainly be varied. 

The construction of the pillow of Figures 4-6 is 

30 basically the same as for the pillow of Figures 1-3, with the 
stitching of the oval portion 40 being accomplished first for 
fabric layers 43, 44, followed by the stitching of the four 
fabric layers 42-45 along the two longitudinal edges 54, 56 and 
one end edge 50. Filling is then blown into the area between 

35 the two middle fabric sections, between the line of* stitching 
defining the oval portion and the peripheral edges of the fabric 
^sections, but typically not within the oval 40, followed by 
filling blown in between the fabric sections 42 and 43 and 
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fabric section 44 and 45, respectively. A small amount of 
filling could be blown in between the two middle fabric 
sections. 

While the central section has been shown to be 
5 rectangular or oval, it could be other shapes, such as a circle, 
a square or even an irregular pattern. 

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been described for purposes of illustration, it should be 
understood that various changes, modification and substitutions 
10 may be incorporated in the embodiment without departing from the 
spirit of the invention which is defined by the claims which 
follow. 

What is claimed: 


